Colorado Legal Brief - Ballot Initiative Authority

ARTICLE II BILL OF RIGHTS
Colo. Const. Art. II, Section 1 (2012)
Section 1. Vestment of political power

In order to assert our rights, acknowledge our duties, and proclaim the
principles upon which our government is founded, we declare:

All political power is vested in and derived from the people; all government,
of right, originates from the people, is founded upon their will only, and is
instituted solely for the good of the whole.

and

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
ARTICLE II BILL OF RIGHTS

Colo. Const. Art. II, Section 2 (2012)
Section 2. People may alter or abolish form of government - proviso

The people of this state have the sole and exclusive right of governing
themselves, as a free, sovereign and independent state; and to alter and
abolish their constitution and form of government whenever they may deem
it necessary to their safety and happiness, provided, such change be not
repugnant to the constitution of the United States.

Colo. Const. Art. V, Section 25 (2012)
Section 25. Special legislation prohibited

The general assembly shall not pass local or special laws in any of the
following enumerated cases, that is to say; for granting divorces; laying out,
opening, altering or working roads or highways; vacating roads, town plats,
streets, alleys and public grounds; locating or changing county seats;
regulating county or township affairs; regulating the practice in courts of
justice; regulating the jurisdiction and duties of police magistrates; changing
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the rules of evidence in any trial or inquiry; providing for changes of venue
in civil or criminal cases; declaring any person of age; for limitation of civil
actions or giving effect to informal or invalid deeds; summoning or
impaneling grand or petit juries; providing for the management of common
schools; regulating the rate of interest on money; the opening or conducting
of any election, or designating the place of voting; the sale or mortgage of
real estate belonging to minors or others under disability; the protection of
game or fish; chartering or licensing ferries or toll bridges; remitting fines,
penalties or forfeitures; creating, increasing or decreasing fees, percentage
or allowances of public officers; changing the law of descent; granting to any
corporation, association or individual the right to lay down railroad tracks;
granting to any corporation, association or individual any special or exclusive
privilege, immunity or franchise whatever. In all other cases, where a
general law can be made applicable no special law shall be enacted.

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
ARTICLE V Sec. 1LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

(2) The first power hereby reserved by the people is the initiative, and
signatures by registered electors in an amount equal to at least five percent
of the total number of votes cast for all candidates for the office of secretary
of state at the previous general election shall be required to propose any
measure by petition, and every such petition shall include the full text of the
measure so proposed. Initiative petitions for state legislation and
amendments to the constitution, in such form as may be prescribed
pursuant to law, shall be addressed to and filed with the secretary of state at
least three months before the general election at which they are to be voted
upon.

(9) The initiative and referendum powers reserved to the people by this
section are hereby further reserved to the registered electors of every city,
town, and municipality as to all local, special, and municipal legislation of
every character in or for their respective municipalities. The manner of
exercising said powers shall be prescribed by general laws; except that
cities, towns, and municipalities may provide for the manner of exercising
the initiative and referendum powers as to their municipal legislation. Not
more than ten percent of the registered electors may be required to order
the referendum, nor more than fifteen percent to propose any measure by
the initiative in any city, town, or municipality.

(10) This section of the constitution shall be in all respects self-executing;
except that the form of the initiative or referendum petition may be
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prescribed pursuant to law.

Statutes

TITLE 30. GOVERNMENT - COUNTY
COUNTY POWERS AND FUNCTIONS
ARTICLE 11.COUNTY POWERS AND FUNCTIONS

PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

C.R.S. 30-11-103.5 (2012)

30-11-103.5. County petitions and referred measures
The procedures for placing an issue or question on the ballot by a petition of
the electors of a county that is pursuant to statute or the state constitution
or that a board of county commissioners may refer to a vote of the electors
pursuant to statute or the state constitution shall, to the extent no such
procedures are prescribed by statute, charter, or the state constitution,
follow as nearly as practicable the procedures for municipal initiatives and
referred measures under part 1 of article 11 of title 31, C.R.S. The county
clerk and recorder shall resolve any questions about the applicability of the
procedures in part 1 of article 11 of title 31, C.R.S.

TITLE 31. GOVERNMENT - MUNICIPAL
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
ARTICLE 11. MUNICIPAL INITIATIVES, REFERENDA, AND REFERRED
MEASURES

C.R.S. 31-11-104 (2012)

31-11-104. Ordinances - initiative - conflicting measures

(1) Any proposed ordinance may be submitted to the legislative body of any
municipality by filing written notice of the proposed ordinance with the clerk
and, within one hundred eighty days after approval of the petition pursuant
to section 31-11-106 (1), by filing a petition signed by at least five percent
of the registered electors of the city or town on the date of such notice. The
proposed ordinance may be adopted without alteration by the legislative
body within twenty days following the final determination of petition
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sufficiency. If vetoed by the mayor, the proposed ordinance may be passed
over the mayor's veto within ten days after the veto. If the proposed
ordinance is not adopted by the legislative body, the legislative body shall
forthwith publish the proposed ordinance as other ordinances are published
and shall refer the proposed ordinance, in the form petitioned for, to the
registered electors of the municipality at a regular or special election held
not less than sixty days and not more than one hundred fifty days after the
final determination of petition sufficiency, unless otherwise required by the
state constitution. The ordinance shall not take effect unless a majority of
the registered electors voting on the measure at the election vote in favor of
the measure.
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